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}26 year old female patient admitted to the hospital 

because of an intense pain in the right upper 

abdomen

}CT scan: partially occluding thrombus in the 

inferior vena cava, circular lesion in the liver 

segment VI

}BP 95/65 mmHg, HR 74/min, O2 99%, T 36.6°C

}Mild pain in the right upper abdomen, no swelling 

or pain of the legs





}Laboratory analyses: 
Ɓnormochrome normocystic anaemia: haemoglobin 110 g/l 

(n: 120-154 g/l)

Ɓgamma GT 84 U/l (n: <40 U/l)

ƁC-reactice protein 38 mg/l (n: <5 mg/l)

ƁD-Dimer 4.07 ug/l (n: <0.5 ug/l)



}Anticoagulation with heparin iv and later with low 

molecular weight heparin

}Abdominal sonography and echocardiography: no 

signs of inferior venous cava congestion or 

pulmonary embolism, liver vein and the portal vein 

not occluded

}screening test for thrombophilia: unremarkable

}But: there is still the cystic mass of the left ovary







}The ovarian mass was surgically removed  
(Histomorphology: cystic teratoma). 

}Histopathological examination of an intraoperative 
biopsy specimen of the liver lesion: granulomatous 
inflammation, PCR positive for Brucella spp

}Antibiotic treatment: 
ƁDoxycyclin 100mg twice daily for 3 months

ƁRifampicin 600mg once daily for 3 months

ƁGentamycin 5mg/kg once daily iv given for the first 10 
days

}Further questioning: regular trips to rural Mexico, 
where she had eaten unpasteurized cheese from 
the local dairy farm



}Brucellosis of the liver with positive PCR for
Brucella spp .

}Thrombosis of vena cava, most likely
provoked by the brucellosis

}Teratoma of the right ovary



}Septic disease by Brucella spp

}Infection mainly by goats , sheep , pigs and 
cows ; non.pasteurised milk , direct contact to 
mucosa or mikrolesions of the skin

}Granulomatous inflammation

}General symptoms , cough , abdominal pain, 
hepatosplenomegaly , lymphadenopathy

}Complications: arthritis , nephritis , 
osteomyelitis , meningoencephaltis

}Therapy : as shown before


